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Summary Information
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About us
West Buckland School was founded in 1858 and is an 
independent, co-educational day and boarding school  
set in 90 acres of stunning countryside in the South West 
of England.  

The heart of the school is contained within handsome 
19th century buildings with many impressive new facilities 
added in recent years.

Students enjoy learning in a beautiful and safe rural location, 
close to the spectacular Atlantic coast in North Devon.  

Teaching is challenging and stimulating, providing a strong 
academic education. Students also benefit from exceptional 
opportunities in sport, music, the performing arts and outdoor 
activities which are all an important part of school life. 

West Buckland School % Students

West Buckland School is pleased to welcome UK and international students aged 11 to 18.  
We provide all students with an authentic British education and boarding school experience. 
The school offers both long-term and short-term study programmes and our international 
students are an important part of our strong and close-knit school community.  Around 82% 
of students at the school are from the UK which means our international students become 
fully immersed in an English-speaking, British school environment. 

The boarding community is rich in its diversity of cultural and ethnic backgrounds and 
international students study and live alongside UK students. 

  
In autumn 2015, we opened a fantastic new  
co-educational Sixth Form boarding house.   
This exceptional facility provides students with en suite 
bedrooms, a variety of social spaces and gives a  
‘pre-university’ type experience.  At the same time, we 
also opened a stunning new library and study centre.  
This provides open plan learning spaces, library and IT 
resources, classrooms, a dedicated Sixth Form study 
area and a higher education and careers department.

Students also enjoy impressive facilities for art, design, 
technology and drama along with an outstanding sports 
complex.

Hong Kong 30%

China 11%

Germany 13%

UK 30%

Russia 2%

Other 10%

Spain 4%

Boarding Community % Nationalities

UK 82%

International 18%

Welcome to West Buckland

Gender: Co-educational

Year founded: 1858

Religion: Christian, but all  
faiths or none are welcome

Age range: 3-18 years 
Age range of boarders: 8-18

Education programmes offered:
• Long term boarding education  
 (more than one year) 
• Short term boarding education  
 (a few weeks to one year),  
 2 year GCSEs / iGCSEs, A-levels
• Tailored short stay courses

Total number of students: 
Prep School: 136                                    
Senior School: 498                                           
Sixth Form: 142

Number of full boarders: 108

Overall Senior School pupils:  
82% UK and 18% international



Our stunning location 
West Buckland School is set within a stunning rural 
campus situated in beautiful countryside, just twenty 
minutes from spectacular Atlantic coast beaches.  

The vibrant market town of Barnstaple is only 15 minutes 
away and provides big name high street shopping, 
independent boutique shops and great restaurants.  

Exeter is the regional centre and offers all the facilities 
and amenities to be expected in a modern city.

Our first class facilities
• A stunning new co-educational Sixth Form boarding 
  house which opened in 2015, providing en suite single  
 study bedrooms and a variety of social spaces. 

• A library and study centre which opened in 2015,  
 providing open plan learning spaces, library and IT  
 resources, classrooms, a higher education and careers  
 department and dedicated Sixth Form study areas.

• An outstanding sports complex which opened in  
 2008. This houses a sports hall, first-class fitness suite,  
 hospitality rooms and PE classrooms.  The complex  
 also includes an all-weather pitch, 25m indoor  
 swimming pool, extensive playing fields, squash courts,  
 tennis courts and shooting ranges.

• The award-winning 150 Building which opened in  
 2010, providing outstanding facilities for art and design  
 technology, as well as a theatre.

Location and Facilities



The boarding houses at West Buckland are attractive, comfortable and run by houseparents 
who create a warm and happy ‘home life’, enabling students to enjoy their time at the school 
and achieve to the best of their ability. 

Guardianship arrangements
We ask all parents who live abroad to appoint a guardian 
to act on their behalf in the interests of their child. This is 
a school requirement and is of enormous benefit for the 
child’s welfare and happiness and the guardian is a vital 
point of contact for school staff.

Guardians are encouraged to play a full part in the life of 
the school and are welcome, in exactly the same way as 
parents, to events such as concerts, matches, or parents’

Up to the age of 16, boarders live in two modern, 
purpose built, single-sex houses. 

In Years 7 and 8, students typically share a room with two 
other students.  In Years 9 – 11, students share a room 
with one other student.  

Sixth Form students (Years 12 and 13) all have single en 
suite rooms in our fabulous Sixth Form boarding house, 
Parker’s.

Our friendly houseparents look after students outside 
of the normal school day and do all they can to ensure 
students are happy, confident and have a great 
experience at West Buckland. Boarders have access 
to skype, email and social media which allow easy 
communication with friends and family at home.

Boarders stay onsite at weekends but leave during school 
holidays where they will either return home or stay with 
their guardian/host families. There are no exeat weekends.

•	 Surfing	trips	to	our	nearby	stunning	 
	 beaches	plus	the	opportunity	to	enjoy	 
	 a	large	variety	of	outdoor	activities

•	 Shopping	trips	to	nearby	towns	and	 
	 cities	and	visits	to	the	cinema

•	 Visits	to	areas	of	cultural,	educational	 
	 and	historic	significance

•	 Regular	socials,	BBQs	and	enjoyable	 
	 activities	within	the	boarding	community

Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

Prep 18:30 - 20:00 Prep 18:30 - 20:00 Prep 18:30 - 20:00 Prep 18:30 - 20:00 Prep 18:30 - 20:00

Muay Thai  
18:30 - 19:30 Sign up at 
start of term – places limited  
Sports Hall + Fitness Suite 
20:00 - 21:15  
Outdoor Learning  
20:00 - 21:15  
Parker’s CM (Week A)  
21:15 - 22:00  
Bamfylde CM (Week A) 
20:00 - 21:00  
Boarding CM (Week B) 
20:00 - 21:00

Yoga  
Time TBC  
Sign up at start of term
Basketball  
20:00 - 21:15 
Swimming  
20:00 - 21:15 

Muay Thai  
18:30 - 19:30  
Sign up at start of term –
places limited  
Volleyball  
20:00 - 21:15  
Swimming  
20:00 - 21:15  
Music Night  
20:00 - 21:30

Dance  
16:30 - 19:30  
Sign up at the start of term 
Art  
20:00 - 21:15  
Fitness Suite  
20:00 - 21:15

Dance  
16:30 - 19:30  
Sign up at the start of term 
Boyer CM (Week B)  
20:00 - 21:00  
Life Skills Y13  
Listen at rollcall for details  
Social Nights  
Listen at rollcall for details

Barnstaple Bus  
09:00 - 12:00  
ParkRun + Barnstaple  
09:00 - 12:00  
House Activities

Weekly Activities  
See calendar for details 
House Activities

North Devon is a wonderful part of the UK with many 
fabulous places to visit. There is a wide range of activities 
for boarders at weekends and these can include:

Boarding
Example of boarders’ weekly activities

 
consultation evenings to discuss pupils’ academic 
progress.  Guardians maintain regular contact with the 
boarding houseparents to keep them informed of practical 
arrangements such as accommodation and travel during 
school holidays and at half terms, giving permission for 
routine and emergency medical procedures, or for trips 
and activities which may incur a cost.



GCSEs
In Years 10 and 11, overseas students normally take eight 
subjects to GCSE/iGCSE level. All students are prepared 
for iGCSE English as a Second Language (Edexcel), and 
GCSE mathematics. Overseas students usually then 
select six optional subjects from a pool which includes 
biology, chemistry, physics, geography, history, art & 
design, design technology, drama, music, business and 
computing. 

Most overseas students also elect to take GCSE or 
iGCSE in their own language, for example iGCSE 
Chinese. The school facilitates such entries, but does 
not formally teach the students. 

A-levels
We welcome students from around the world to study 
A-levels, often with the aim of entering universities in 
the UK.  We have a strong track record of getting our 
international students into some of the best universities 
including the UK’s Russell Group institutions. 

Students in Year 12 are usually expected to study 
four subjects for a term, before concentrating on three 
subjects and the EPQ at A-level in Year 13.

A-level students need a good command of English in 
order to study successfully and the school provides 
support for all international students as they develop 
their abilities in the language. Students joining the school 
in the Sixth Form whose command of English is less 
proficient will be advised to focus on a pool of subjects 
which, experience has taught us, are more accessible to 
second language learners; namely mathematics, biology, 
chemistry, physics, art & design, design technology and 
economics. Advice will be offered as appropriate to each 
individual student.

• English 

•	 Mathematics	

•	 Biology,	chemistry	and	physics	studied	 
	 as	separate	sciences

•	 Geography,	history	and	religious	studies

•	 Art	&	design,	design	technology,	drama,	 
	 IT	and	music

•	 Physical	education	and	games

Years 7-9
We provide a broad and balanced programme for all 
our pupils, which forms the basis for subsequent study 
at GCSE and A-level.  In Years 7-9, all pupils study the 
following subjects:

French and Spanish are available to overseas students 
with prior experience of these languages.

The Curriculum
Academic standards at West Buckland are high and we provide wide-ranging and 
stimulating experiences for our students. We encourage them to enjoy learning and 
prepare them for the opportunities which will face them in their lives beyond school. 

For detailed curriculum information, please refer to our GCSE and A-level prospectuses 
which are available to download from our website.



Short stay students
West Buckland is pleased to welcome international 
students on short-term programmes who wish to 
experience studying in a British school.  Students 
will receive a comprehensive teaching and learning 
programme, develop their English language skills, enjoy 
a rich cultural experience and also participate in the huge 
range of sports, music, drama, art, outdoor education 
and other opportunities that are available.

Short term international students also have the option to 
take the Cambridge First Certificate.

Bespoke programmes can be arranged for groups of 
short stay students.

English as an Additional 
Language (EAL)
All of our overseas students receive support and teaching 
from the EAL department to help them develop their 
English language skills.  

All students’ needs are assessed and a programme of 
work within the department ensures that they are able 
to cope with the increased challenges of learning in a 
second language. Our EAL teachers work with students 
as individuals and in small groups to help them improve 
their language skills with teaching targeted to suit the 
particular needs of the individual student.

We encourage students to identify areas of study that 
they may not have met in their previous schooling 
and help them to deal with note-making, coursework 
assignments and homework tasks. We use task-based 
activities to give practice in examination technique: 
generalising, paraphrasing, summary writing and the 
evaluation of data. We also work with students on topics 
studied in academic classes by providing further samples 
and illustrations, and by monitoring the recording of 
written work taken down in the classroom.

Our EAL provision prepares students to sit the Edexcel 
iGCSE exam in Year 11.  In the Sixth Form, EAL teaching 
is designed to enable students to study successfully 
in their A-levels and at university after they leave West 
Buckland.  We aim to prepare students to achieve at least 
IELTS 6.5 or 7 by the time they finish their A-levels.  This 
is the usual requirement for entry to the more competitive 
and highly regarded universities.

EAL Lessons (per week) 
GCSE 10 x 35 minute lessons
A level 6 x 35 minute lessons

Our A-level results consistently place West Buckland 
amongst the highest achieving schools in the South West 
and beyond. 

For a number of years, around three quarters of all A-level 
exams taken have been passed at either A*, A or B 
grades. These results enable the overwhelming majority 
of West Buckland sixth formers to progress to their first 
choice universities and courses. 

Academic Excellence
In 2019, 60% of our students secured places at the 
most competitive and highly respected Russell Group 
institutions. 

GCSE results are also excellent and our performance 
over many years has consistently placed us amongst the 
top performing schools in the South West of England. 

See next pages for a breakdown of our  
2019 examination results.



A-Level Examination Results 2019
Year 13: A Level Entries A* A B C D E U A - E

% 
A* - E

% 
A* - D

%
A* - C

% 
A* - B

% 
A* - A

Art & Design 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 50.0
Biology 27 4 6 8 5 4 0 0 27 100.0 100.0 85.2 66.7 37.0
Business 5 0 1 2 1 1 0 0 5 100.0 100.0 80.0 60.0 20.0
Chemistry 28 0 10 8 5 4 1 0 28 100.0 96.4 82.1 64.3 35.7
Chinese 6 0 3 2 0 1 0 0 6 100.0 100.0 83.3 83.3 50.0
Design 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0
Drama 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0

Economics 17 2 7 6 1 1 0 0 17 100.0 100.0 94.1 88.2 52.9
English Literature 7 2 2 2 0 1 0 0 7 100.0 100.0 85.7 85.7 57.1
French 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Further Mathematics 4 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 4 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Geography 15 6 6 1 2 0 0 0 15 100.0 100.0 100.0 86.7 80.0
History 5 1 1 2 1 0 0 0 5 100.0 100.0 100.0 80.0 40.0
Mathematics 22 6 3 6 5 1 0 1 21 95.5 95.5 90.9 68.2 40.9
Music 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 50.0 0.0
Physical Education 4 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 4 100.0 100.0 100.0 25.0 0.0
Physics 10 0 2 4 3 1 0 0 10 100.0 100.0 90.0 60.0 20.0
Psychology 6 0 1 3 2 0 0 0 6 100.0 100.0 100.0 66.7 16.7
Religious Studies 7 1 2 3 1 0 0 0 7 100.0 100.0 100.0 85.7 42.9

Russian (Pre-U)^ 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Spanish 5 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 5 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 80.0
All Subjects 180 29 50 55 30 14 1 1 179 99.4 98.9 91.1 74.4 43.9

16.1 27.8 30.6 16.7 7.8 0.6 0.6

Extended Project A* A B C D E A* - B %

 13 10 12 4 3 5 74.5

GCSE Examination Results 2019
Graded 9 to 1 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Entry % 9-4 % 9-5 % 9-6 % 9-7
Art & Design 2 3 2 3 2 0 0 0 0 12 100.0 100.0 83.3 58.3
Biology 12 12 13 12 8 7 3 0 0 67 95.5 85.1 73.1 55.2
Business 5 9 8 6 10 3 1 0 0 42 97.6 90.5 66.7 52.4
Chemistry 11 13 13 7 8 6 2 0 0 60 96.7 86.7 73.3 61.7
Chinese 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Computer Science 0 3 1 3 3 1 0 0 0 11 100.0 90.9 63.6 36.4
Design 3 5 4 7 5 2 0 0 0 26 100.0 92.3 73.1 46.2
Drama 0 2 2 5 0 4 1 1 0 15 86.7 60.0 60.0 26.7
English as Second Language 0 0 2 2 0 1 1 1 0 7 71.4 57.1 57.1 28.6
English Language 2 8 12 26 15 2 1 0 0 66 98.5 95.5 72.7 33.3
English Literature 4 8 13 21 16 2 2 0 0 66 97.0 93.9 69.7 37.9
French 5 2 9 3 3 1 1 0 0 24 95.8 91.7 79.2 66.7
Geography 4 15 10 13 7 3 1 0 0 53 98.1 92.5 79.2 54.7
History 8 7 7 3 2 1 0 0 0 28 100.0 96.4 89.3 78.6
Mathematics 7 11 19 16 9 10 1 0 0 73 98.6 84.9 72.6 50.7
Music 1 1 0 4 4 2 1 0 0 13 92.3 76.9 46.2 15.4
Physics 8 5 12 10 6 10 6 1 0 58 87.9 70.7 60.3 43.1
Physical Education 0 6 5 4 0 2 0 0 0 17 100.0 88.2 88.2 64.7
Religious Studies 0 1 5 6 3 1 1 0 0 17 94.1 88.2 70.6 35.3
Spanish 6 5 4 10 5 1 1 0 0 32 96.9 93.8 78.1 46.9
All Subjects            688 79 116 141 161 106 59 23 3 0 688 96.2 87.6 72.2 48.8

11.5 16.9 20.5 23.4 15.4 8.6 3.3 0.4 0.0

Graded A* to G A* A B C D E F G U Entry % A*-C % A*-B % A*&A
Chinese ^ 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 100.0 100.0 100.0
Spanish ^ 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 100.0 100.0 100.0
All Subjects               7 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 100.0 100.0 100.0

57.1 42.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

% 5+ 
GCSE

% A*&A 
(or 9-7)

2019 100.0 49.3
2018 97.0 55.3
2017 96.6 55.1
2016 91.8 52.9
2015 95.1 53.8
2014 93.2 44.5
2013 95.0 59.9
2012 93.7 46.7

Year 11 A B C D E F G U
Additional Maths (FSMQ) 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 0

Year 10 A* A B C D E F G U
Chinese iGCSE 12 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

% achieving 5+ GCSE passes: 100% 

where 4 = pass.  

^ Exam 
taken 2018 
or earlier

^ equivalent A-Level grade

Overall Pass Rate: 99.4% 
Grade A* and B: 74.4%

Academic PerformanceAcademic Performance



Students should provide the following to start their application: 

1. Copies of the most recent reports from their current school

2. A piece of their handwriting (one to two sides of A4), written in  
 English, telling us about themselves, their hobbies and interests

3. Students may also be asked to sit an entrance assessment  
 in mathematics (long-term students).

This information will be reviewed and students will be interviewed 
either via Skype or in person by the Headmaster or Head of EAL.  
This will enable the Headmaster to make a decision on whether  
to offer a place at the school.  

Students may also be asked to sit an entrance assessment in 
mathematics. The personal approach we take enables the school to 
make a judgement on the pupil’s academic ability and potential without 
the need for additional testing. In some cases, however, usually for those 
wishing to study subjects such as mathematics or physics at A-level, 
applicants may be required to demonstrate their ability in an assessment.  

The Director of Studies may also ask younger students who have 
already been accepted into the school, to take an assessment in 
mathematics, French or Spanish to determine which teaching set is 
the most appropriate one for them to study in.  

We admit students who are likely to achieve at least five C grades at 
GCSE level and Sixth Form students should have the ability to study 
four subjects in Year 12 and three A-level courses in Year 13.

Scholarships and bursaries
Scholarships and bursaries are awarded at the Headmaster’s discretion 
and as such, are discussed on an individual basis with the Headmaster.  

International students are expected to have a reasonable competence in 
spoken and written English on arrival at West Buckland and the ability to 
progress with the specialist support of the EAL department. 

Spring 2020
Tuesday 7th January Boarders return

Wednesday 8th January Term begins (0840)

Friday 14th February Half term begins (1630)

Saturday 15th February Boarders depart

Sunday 23rd February Boarders return

Monday 24th February Term resumes (0840)

Friday 27th March Term ends (1630)

Saturday 28th March Boarders depart

Summer 2020
Tuesday 14th April Boarders return

Wednesday 15th April Term begins (0840)

Friday 8th May Bank holiday and normal school day

Friday 22nd May Half term begins (1630)

Saturday 23rd May Boarders depart

Sunday 31st May Boarders return

Monday 1st June Term resumes (0840)

Friday 3rd July Speech Day and end of term (1630)

Saturday 4th July Boarders depart

Autumn 2020
Tuesday 1st September All new boarders return

Wednesday 2nd September New pupil induction.   
All other boarders return 

Thursday 3rd September Term begins (0840)

Friday 16th October Half term begins (1700)

Saturday 17th October Boarders depart

Sunday 1st November Boarders return

Monday 2nd November Term resumes (0840)

Friday 11th December Senior school ends  
(1615 after Carol Service)

Saturday 12th December Boarders depart

Future term dates

The vast majority of A-level students continue into Higher Education (HE).  We have a strong track record of  
getting our international students into some of the best universities including the UK’s Russell Group institutions.

Many of our international students go on to study courses such as economics, business, accounting, medicine 
and sciences at these top universities.

HE advice and support with the university application process is provided to all students in the Sixth Form.   
The EAL department also assists international students in the university application process.

2019 Entry  
91% of students gained places at their first or second choice university.
Some examples of courses and universities chosen by our Sixth Formers:

Admissions 
and Entry Information Entry to Higher Education

Location Course
University of Cambridge History
University of Birmingham Modern Languages
Durham University Theology and Religion
University of Bristol Mechanical Engineering
University of Leeds Liberal Arts
University of Exeter Medical Sciences
Durham University Geography
University of Brighton Primary Maths Education with QTS
London School of Economics International Relations
University of Bath Management (with placement)
Leeds College of Music Composition
Harper Adams University Real Estate
University of Surrey Criminology
Queen Mary’s University, London Medicine
University of Manchester Cognitive Neuroscience and Psychology
Sheffield Hall University Physiotherapy
University of Exeter Drama
University of Bath Pharmacology
University of Southampton Law



Registration and administration fee:
£85 (non-refundable)

Advance deposit:  
£1300 (UK/EU)
£4000 (non-UK/EU)

Years 5–9 (Ages 8–13)     
International Boarding (EU) £8,740 
International Boarding (rest of world) £9,206 

Years 10-11 (Ages 13-16)   
International Boarding (EU) £10,390 
International Boarding (rest of world) £10,980 

Years 12-13 (Ages 16-18) 
International Boarding (EU) £11,145 
International Boarding (rest of world) £11,780

How we work with agents
We pay a commission of 10% payable on the first year’s 
fees, split into three termly instalments.  5% is payable on 
the second year’s fees, split into three termly instalments.  
Where students join at Year 10 or earlier and continue 
into the sixth from (Year 12), we will pay an additional 5% 
commission on the Year 12 fees, split into three termly 
instalments.  For short-term students who join us for one 
year or less, we pay 10% commission. 

We like to work closely with our agents in a proactive, 
mutually beneficial relationship.  We are always keen to 
receive regular updates on developments in international 
markets and likewise we will always do our best to keep 
agents updated with news from the school and progress 
of pupils.

Financial Information 
Current boarding fees for 2019-20 

International boarding (EU students) 
Fee includes EAL tuition and London Heathrow  
pick up if required (school service)

International boarding (rest of world) 
Fee includes EAL tuition and examinations, 
visa support and London Heathrow pick up if 
required (school service).

Fees are nearly all-inclusive, covering the 
principal costs of stationery, textbooks, most 
examination fees, sports fixtures and personal 
accident insurance. 

Note: 2020-21 fees available from May 2020 
at www.westbuckland.com.

Key contacts
Mr Phillip Stapleton  
BSc MA MBA PGCE MRSC - Headmaster
Tel: +44(0)1598 760000   
Email: headmaster@westbuckland.com 

Ms Melanie Tennant - Admissions Manager
The first point of contact for enquiries and admissions.
Tel: +44(0)1598 760178   
Email: admissions@westbuckland.com

Mr Matthew Robinson - Head of Boarding
Tel: +44(0)1598 760000  Email: mfr@westbuckland.com 

Mrs Bish Muir - Marketing and  
Communications Manager
Tel: +44(0)1598 760015   Email: njm@westbuckland.com 

Key Contacts



Benson, Year 13, from Hong Kong
I have been at West Buckland School since the end of Year 9. I enjoy studying at West Buckland 
as there are many opportunities to get involved in different activities provided by the school. 

I am involved in basketball, badminton, athletics and music, where I play in the concert band. 
The facilities at school are amazing which helps us to develop a variety of skills that we might 
need for our future. I am grateful to be part of such a nice school community and to have all  
the valuable friends that I do. I strongly recommend West Buckland to my friends.

Louis, Year 10, from France
There are so many things I like in West Buckland. One of them is the people: the English and 
the international people helped me to feel good in the school and in the new language. The 
English people are not sticking just between themselves but like to know your personality and 
your country. In West Buckland School, there are many activities and sports which I do during 
my spare time, like football, table tennis or squash but also play chess or pool in the boarding 
house. Boyer boarding house (for boys Years 7 – 11) is a real community and became a 
proper family for me. All these nationalities in the same house make strong friendships.

My boarding house is a very good place to have fun with table tennis, TV or playing pool, but 
also for everyone to work at their desk or in the computing room. I chose to come to study in 
England to learn a new language, but I chose West Buckland because a lot of opportunities 
are offered to you to discover new sports and new activities and because there are boarding 
houses with other people in the same situation as me which made me feel more assured.

Ines, Year 13, from Peru
Originally, I came to West Buckland for half a term to see what school in England was 
like as my mum had come to boarding school in England too and hearing her stories had 
compelled me to see what it was like first hand. However, I didn’t expect that I would be here 
for the full Sixth Form (two years). I chose to stay mostly because I had made good friends 
and I liked the flexibility of the A-Level system which allowed me to specialise on my three 
favourite subjects. Also, I really enjoyed the boarding experience as I felt like learning to live 
independently but within a safe environment was a great stepping stone to university. 

In addition, living with friends is lots of fun. During boarding, I like to cook, watch films, and go the 
gym. As a Year 13 pupil, I’m in my final year and I will miss West Buckland. However, I am hopeful 
for the prospects ahead as I’m hoping to do well in my exams to read Theology at Durham.

Student Testimonials
• Rural school in a beautiful and safe setting,  
 close to spectacular beaches and countryside

• Consistent track record of academic success

• Dedicated HE advice and proven record in  
 helping students reach the best universities  
 to continue their education

• A lively and caring school community  
 providing an authentic British education

• Breadth of academic and extra-curricular  
 opportunities available to all students

• Remarkable facilities for sport, art design  
 and technology and the performing arts

• Overseas students are welcomed into a  
 strong and supportive school community  
 where friendships are made for life

Why West Buckland?

Why not find out for yourself? As with our prospective 
students, we always welcome agents to visit us.



Headmaster: Mr Phillip Stapleton BSc MA Ed MBA MRSC

West Buckland, Barnstaple, Devon, United Kingdom EX32 0SX

Telephone: 01598 760 000 •  Email: admissions@westbuckland.com

www.westbuckland.com
Registered Charity: 1167545

The perfect environment 
for learning and discovery


